The hydrodistilled essential oil of fresh aerial parts of Brachylaena hutchinsii was analyzed by GC/MS. Thirteen compounds representing 94.7 % of the oil were identified. The main components of the oil were sesquiterpene hydrocarbons, caryophyllene (19.1 %), β-cubebene (15.5 %), cis-calamenene (10.5 %) and α-copaene 
INTRODUCTION: Brachylaena hutchinsii Hutch. (B. huillensis O. Hoffm.),
Compositae family, is a tree 10-18 m, evergreen; bark rough, grey, peeling longitudinally. Leaves are narrowly elliptic to slightly obovate, base cuneate or attenuate, apex acute or short-accuminate, margin entire or serrate in young plants, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] by 1-4 cm,revolute, densely greywhite-tomentose beneath. Flowers white or greenish yellow, heads in 2-3 cm long erect axillary panicles. It grows in upland semidecidous forest and lowland dry forest or thicket [1] . It can be found in the north eastern part of Tanzania. The local people, the Sambaa, call it 'Muhungwe' or 'Mhungwe', while the Swahili name is 'Muhuhu' or 'Mhuhu'. It is used for timber, woodcarving and firewood. Previous phytochemical reports on Brachylaena hutchisii were made [2] . hutchinsii leaf oil were identified by GC and GC/MS. As can be seen from the results in Table 1 , the oil is rich in caryophyllene (19.1 %), β-cubebene (15.5 %), cis calamenene (10.5 %) and α-copaene (9.0 %). Table 2 shows the oil is as active as gentamycin against Proteus mirabilis. It also showed some activity against Bacillus cereus,
Staphylococcus aureus, S. epidermidis, Micrococcus luteus and Enterococcus faecalis.
However, it showed no activity against Escherichia coli, Klebsiela spp. and Candida albicans.
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